Reporting a Fire / Medical Emergency

#1 For medical or fire emergency call 911 no exceptions

#2 Then call 1-866-623-7425, when prompted for the user name enter
542-2639 , when prompted for a password enter 1013.
Follow the simple instructions to record your message.

Example “ Fire at (location)Aspen Drive, your name, date and time of call”

The following 5 names are full time Fire Brigade residences / Operators

Dana Stewart 542-2218
Tammi Stewart 542-2218
Jim Parmenter 542-2524
Bill Dolmovic 542-8000
Larry Gray 542-2993
Cal Fire/ Springville 539-2413

Cal Trans/ Roads condition: 800-427-7623
Camp Nelson Fire Station 23 :  542-2718
Tulare County Burn # 1-877-429-2876 ext 7

District Ranger: 539-2607 ext 72210
Sherif Department: 782-4700
Highway Patrol: 784-7444 or 911
Camp Nelson Ambulance: 542-2140

Ashes: method of disposing your ashes.

Place hot ashes from your stove / fireplace in a
covered metal container. Leave in container until
cold to the touch.

Burning Piles: Method of burning your yard
debris.

Always call the Tulare County burn number to
insure it is a legal burn day.

Always have a shovel,hose or fire extinguisher on
hand. NEVER burn on windy days.

Chimney Fires: Method to extinguish an
active chimney fire:

Throw a cup of water on to the fire than close the
door to the stove / fireplace. The steam should
extinguish the fire.

Recommendation: Have your chimney cleaned
often by a “Chimney sweeper”.

732-6200
542-2709

Professional Chimney Sweep:
Matt Goldsmith:



nent threat to human life. Emergency officials will decide the type of evacu-

Evacuations are a serious matter and are only ordered when there is an immi-
ation and the area to be evacuated.

During the initial stages of wildland fire, there will be considerable amount of con-
fusion. Driving will be hazardous. Roads may become clogged with people trying to
get out of the area due to smoke, narrow roads, and traffic. Always yield to oncom-
ing emergency vehicles.

Emergency Personnel may be spread very thin. It is extremely important that you
have a basic knowledge of what actions to take to protect yourself and your prop-
erty. The more information you have prior to the emergency the better prepared you
will be to make the correct decisions during the emergency. Remember to remain
calm, use your best judgment, help each other, and follow the information in this
handout, as there may be periods of time when no professional help will be avail-
able to assist you.
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ANSWERS TO FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

What should I take with me if I'need to evacuate?
Identification, money, credit cards, checkbooks, insurance records, medications and any other impor-
tant documents. j
Personal hygiene items, heavy bedding and clothing to be used as protection.
Cell phone, portable radio, flashlight; and, if practical, jewelry and other valuables.
One gallon or more of drinking water and a shovel.

What do I do if | become trapped in a vehicle?
Don't panic, think before you act, park in an area with the least amount of flammable vegetation.
Park on the opposite side of the road from the approaching fire, don’t block the road. Avoid sharp
switchbacks, they generally indicate a dangerous chimney.
Stay in your vehicle with motor running at moderate RPM, air conditioner on, put blankets or heavy
clothing against windows especially on the side in which the fire is approaching. Cover yourself with
heavy material for protection against heat. Don’t leave your vehicle until the fire has passed over.
Avoid polyesters, rayons, and other flammable material.

What do I do if | become trapped while on foot?

Go to an area with the least amount of vegetation, such as a stream, creek, lake or pond, rock out-
cropping, grazed off areas, log deck or clear cut area rather than brush.

Take advantage of trees, rocks, and low lying areas to shield yourself from the heat. Cover all exposed
skin. A shovel held in front of face may help shield heat.

If you have time try, to clear an area around you of grass and flammables.

Stay close to the ground while protecting your face especially your mouth and nose, place a dry cloth
over your mouth and nose to provide some protection to your respiratory system.

Fire burns quickly uphill, run laterally or downhill to escape.

What if | have no chance and have to run through the fire?

Put on as much flame resistant clothing as possible. Roll down your sleeves, hold your breath and
protect your face.

Run laterally or downhill through the least amount of fire, run until completely out of the fire.
Once out of the fire, extinguish burning clothing by removing or rolling on the ground.

What do I do when I get to an assembly area?
Remain calm and wait for instruction from fire or law enforcement officials
Conditions in the assembly area may seem extreme, but will be better than the surrounding areas.
Remember to drive safely with the headlights on, watch for fire equipment and other evacuees,
expect smokey conditions, which may obscure your vision and breathing.
When the fire gets close to the assembly area you will notice increased winds, heavy smoke and
swirling firebrands. Remain calm, stay in place, talk to and encourage others.
Be prepared to put out all spot fires within the assembly area.

How can I protect my home from a wildfire?
Have a minimum of 30’ or more clearance around your home, as the law requires.
Close all doors and windows (inside and out). Turn off gas or propane, move all flammables away
from windows and close heavy drapes. Leave water on.
Remove flammables from exterior of house. Cover structural openings, windows and vents with ply-
wood. Place a ladder against roof for quick access.
Connect all garden hoses. Wet down roof and exterior of home, if time permits.

What to do with pets and livestock?

Take pets with you if feasible; if not, leave them outside not tied up or penned.

Let livestock out of pens or fenced areas so they can fend for themselves. Have a predetermined safe
area such as pasture to take livestock to. Large animals have proven to be quite resourceful in staying
out of harms way. Contact the Tulare County Animal Control (559) 636-3647 for further information.
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' Dial 911 To Report an Emergency

/

569-539-2607
569-732-5954
569-782-4700

Upper Tule z

2 Miles

3/03
B. Hoover/M. Bidart

Evacuation Guide Firealc




